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Registration is now 
open for the virtual
128th IMA Annual 
Meeting of the House 
of Delegates on
October 9, 2020. 
The meeting starts at 
8AM and is FREE to
attend. 
Join your colleagues 
and help shape IMA 
policy and prioritize 
resolution issues for 
the 2021 legislative 
session! 
As the COVID-19
pandemic continues 
to drastically aff ect 
physicians, it is vital to 
ensure Idaho physician 
voices are represented 
at the statehouse.

With a virtual HOD 
meeting this year, it is 
easier than ever for you 
to serve as a delegate 
and have your voice 
heard as the IMA
introduces and 
prioritizes resolutions.
Resolution submission 
details are available on 
the IMA website. 
Visit idmed.org to
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October 2!
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Submit your IMA 
Directory order here: 

bit.ly/IMAdirectory
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Order the 2020 IMA Directory of Idaho 
Physicians 
Your complimentary copy of the 2020 IMA Directory of 
Idaho Physicians is here and ready to deliver to you! IMA is 
happy to provide the Directory as a free IMA membership 
benefi t. 

Members can also order additional copies for a discounted 
price of $40. Non-members can purchase copies for the full 
price of $125. Order your directory today! 

IMAges

Welcome New Members
A warm welcome to these physicians who have recently joined IMA:
Saadia Akhtar, MD, Internal Medicine, Meridian
Victor Bartling, DO, Family Medicine, Boise
Brittany Blockman, MD, Pediatrics, Boise
Daniel Bridger, DO, Emergency Medicine, Boise
Samantha Cragg, MD, Pediatric Rehabilitation Medicine, Boise
Cynthia Fountain, MD, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Boise
Christina Freston, DO, Family Medicine, Nampa
Lauren Friedly, MD, Internal Medicine, Nampa
Patrick Gerety, MD, Plastic Surgery, Boise
Kevin Gertsch, MD, Ophthalmology, Boise
Myles Guber, MD, Cardiothoracic Surgery, Boise
Brett Hiendlmayr, MD, Cardiology, Interventional, Idaho Falls
Paul Hollingsworth, MD, Internal Medicine, Boise
Daniel Houseman, MD, Emergency Medicine, Boise
Joseph Jones, MD, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Boise
Joana Kang, MD, Internal Medicine, Boise
Andrew Kleaveland, MD, Emergency Medicine, Boise
Crystal Larson, DO, Psychiatry, Boise
Brian Liddell, DO, Pediatrics, Nampa
Jeff rey Mun-Jit Low, MD, Orthopedic Surgery, Boise
Shane McCauley, MD, Family Medicine, Boise
Devon Nixon, MD, Orthopedic Surgery, Boise
Randhi Peterson, MD, Internal Medicine, Boise
Timothy Peterson, MD, Family Medicine, Boise
Amy Plagge, MD, Internal Medicine, Nampa
Ian Qureshi, DO, Internal Medicine, Nampa
Elizabeth Saarel, MD, Pediatrics, Meridian
Brent Shepherd, MD, Family Medicine, Nampa
Daniel Simmons, MD, Neurology, Clinical Neurophysiology, Boise
Arvind Vaz, MD, Psychiatry, Boise
Joseph Wilbanks, MD, Pediatrics, Nampa
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2021 Medicare Physician 
Payment Schedule and 
Quality Payment Program 
Proposed Rule
On Aug. 3, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) issued a proposed rule that 
includes updates to payment policies, payment 
rates and quality provisions for services furnished 
under the Medicare Physician Payment Schedule 
eff ective on or after Jan. 1. 

At the same time, the Administration issued an 
Executive Order on Improving Rural and 
Telehealth Access. While the AMA continues an 
in-depth review of the proposed rule, here are 
some key points:

• The proposed CY 2021 PFS conversion factor 
is $32.26, a signifi cant decrease of $3.83 below 
the CY 2020 PFS conversion factor of $36.09. 
This represents an almost 11% decrease in the 
conversion factor compared to last year. The 
proposed CY 2021 anesthesia conversion factor 
is $19.96, a decrease of $2.25 from the CY 2020 
conversion factor of $22.20. The CMS proposed 
conversion factors include budget neutrality 
adjustments.

• The drastic 11% reduction in the Medicare 
conversion factor is necessitated by proposed 
additional spending of $10.2 billion. The AMA/
Specialty Society RVS Update Committee 
(RUC)’s recommendations account for only half 
of this additional spending, and therefore, half 
of the reduction. The remaining spending in-
creases and resulting conversion factor reduc-
tion is attributed to various CMS proposals to 
increase valuation for specifi c services.

• CMS proposes to implement fi nalized CPT de-
scriptors, guidelines, and payment rates on Jan. 
1, which will be a signifi cant modifi cation to the 
coding, documentation and payment of evalu-
ation and management (E/M) services for offi  ce 
visits. While CMS recognized the increases in 
the payment bundles for maternity care and a 
few other select services, the visits within the 
10-day and 90-day global surgical payment 
bundle remains unchanged. The AMA strongly 
supports CMS’ adoption of the offi  ce visit 
changes and continues to urge CMS to incorpo-
rate the offi  ce visit payment increases into the 
global surgery packages.

Read the full AMA summary at bit.ly/ProposedRu-
leUpdate and the AMA full press release on the 
proposal at bit.ly/ProposalPressRelease



On Aug. 11. the Central 
District Board of Health 
voted to increase measures 
to slow down the spread of 
COVID-19 in Valley and Ada 
counties.
The board voted to require 
masks in Valley County for 
indoor and outdoor public 
areas where social
distancing is not possible. 
In addition, the board voted 
to now restrict gatherings in 
Ada County to 10 people or 
less unless social distancing 
can be maintained. 
Eastern Idaho Public 
Health’s board of county 
representatives have now 
mandated masks in
Bonneville, Fremont, 
Jeff erson and Teton 
counties. 
On Aug. 5, Gov. Little
announced he will call the 

Idaho Legislature into a 
special legislative session 
the week of Aug. 24.
The governor, legislative 
leadership, and members of 
the House and Senate will 
continue discussions about 
the specifi c topics that will 
be addressed during the 
special session, which could 
include the November
general election and liability 
reform during emergencies.
It is anticipated Gov. Little 
will issue a proclamation the 
week of Aug. 17 detailing 
the exact issues to be
considered during the 
special session. 
The governor’s offi  ce will 
announce the release of 
the proclamation when it is 
available.
Idaho school districts will 
soon begin instruction, for 
an update on Idaho school 
districts, visit: 
bit.ly/IDSchoolUpdates

IMA members Dr. Boyd 
Southwick and Dr. Ted 
Epperly, as well as IMA 
CEO Susie Pouliot, were 
featured in a Post 
Register article about 
post-pandemic telehealth 
coverage. 

Read the article here:
bit.ly/IMAnews

Idaho 
COVID-19 
Updates

Page 4

IMAges

Expanded Access to Provider Relief Fund 
for Physicians with Patients Insured by 
Medicaid
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has addressed a signifi cant problem 
with distribution of the CARES Act Provider Relief Fund to physicians with patients insured 
by Medicaid. Previously, physicians who received even very small amounts from the General 
Distribution in April were deemed ineligible to apply for CARES Act funds targeted at 
physicians who rely signifi cantly more on revenue from the Medicaid program than from 
Medicare. 

HHS has now reversed that decision and, beginning the week of Aug. 10, will allow 
physicians who faced challenges with the General Distribution funding a new opportunity 
to receive funding. HHS is also extending the deadline for physicians who have received no 
funds from the CARES Act but who treat patients insured by Medicaid until Aug. 28.

Once the portal is reopened, physicians can submit their revenue information to receive 
CARES Act funds equal to two percent of their total revenues prior to the pandemic. 
Additional information is available at: 
www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/cares-act-provider-relief-fund/for-providers

IMA in the 
News
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Trump Administration Announces 
Healthcare Executive Orders

IMAges

On August 3, President Trump signed several executive orders which call on HHS to:

• Propose a Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) rule to extend parts of 
Medicare’s broader coverage of telehealth beyond the end of the current public health 
emergency.
• Propose a payment model to improve rural healthcare through the Center for Medicare 
and Medicaid Innovation.
• Launch a rural health action plan with a range of actions that diff erent components of 
HHS will take to 1) build sustainable models for rural communities, 2) focus on preventing 
disease and mortality, 3) leverage innovation and technology, and 4) increase access to 
care.
• Reach a memorandum of understanding with the Federal Communications Commission 
and the Department of Agriculture to promote rural access to telehealth via broadband.

IMA Webinar Education Series
Challenges and Changes Series: Third-quarter updates including changes in ICD-10 
coding for October 1 and vaccine coding (1 CEU)

Wednesday, September 16, 2020, 12:15 – 1:15 pm (MT)

The IMA Webinar Education Series begins again next month! Register today to join 
IMA Reimbursement Consultant Jana Weis, CPC on September 16 for the next 
webinar, Challenges and Changes Series: Third-quarter updates including changes in 
ICD-10 coding for October 1 and vaccine coding (1CEU).

Don’t miss this valuable webinar! A registration form is available at idmed.org. 
Questions? Contact the IMA at 208-344-7888 or rebecca@idmed.org.

HHS Releases COVID-19 State Testing Plans
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) posted the July through 
December COVID-19 Testing Plans from all states, territories, and localities on HHS.
gov. The State Testing Plans serve as a roadmap developed in partnership with the 
Federal government for each jurisdiction’s monthly 2020 testing strategy for 
COVID-19. The plans include details on responding to surges in cases and reaching 
vulnerable populations including minorities, immunocompromised individuals and 
older adults. This resource also shows the testing numbers for each state. 

Access the state plans here: www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/testing-plans

This program has received prior approval by the American Academy of Professional 
Coders (AAPC) for one (1) continuing education credit. Granting of prior approval in 
no way constitutes endorsement by AAPC of the program  content or the program 
sponsor.



2020 IMA Board of Trustees Elections
Two positions on the IMA Board of Trustees are up for election at the 2020 House of Delegates: 
AMA Delegate and Treasurer. Current AMA Delegate, Patrice Burgess, MD, Boise, Family Medi-
cine, has indicated her intent to seek re-election. Current Treasurer, TJ Kemp, MD, Meridian, 
Orthopedic Surgery, has also indicated his intent to seek re-election as well.

These positions both have two-year terms and will be up for election again in 2022. This year’s 
elections will be held during the IMA House of Delegates Virtual Meeting on October 9th. It is 
recommended (but not required) that candidates participate in this meeting. Any IMA active 
member may seek election as AMA Delegate and any IMA/ACMS active member may 
seek election as Treasurer.

Election to the IMA Board of Trustees allows you to provide policy input and guidance to the 
organization at the direction of the House of Delegates. The Board meets four times per year, 
and the expertise of the IMA professional staff  ensures that your workload will be minimal. All 
travel, meals, and lodging expenses for these positions are reimbursed by the IMA. The follow-
ing briefl y describes the qualifi cations and responsibilities of these individual positions:

AMA Delegate: A full, voting member of the IMA Board of Trustees who will represent Idaho 
physicians at the AMA Annual and Interim meetings (June and November). The total time com-
mitment is about 19 days, plus travel time (BOT/6 days; HOD/3 days; AMA/10 days). Eligible 
candidates for AMA Delegate must be a current IMA and AMA member and be able to dedicate 
a signifi cant amount of time representing the physicians of Idaho.  All candidates must also 
have been an active member of the IMA for at least two years prior to his or her election to of-
fi ce.

IMA Treasurer: A full, voting member of the IMA Board of Trustees who works with the CEO of 
the IMA to track income and expenses throughout the fi scal year, and helps create and review 
the budget for the upcoming year. The total time commitment is about 9 days, plus travel time 
(BOT/6 days, HOD/3 days). Eligible candidates for IMA Treasurer must be a current IMA and 
Ada County Medical Society member and be able to dedicate a signifi cant amount of time rep-
resenting the physicians of Idaho.  All candidates must also have been an active member of the 
IMA for at least two years prior to his or her election to offi  ce.

If you are interested in serving on the IMA Board, please complete the Nomination Form 
located on the IMA home page and Annual Meeting page at www.idmed.org and email it 
to the IMA at rebecca@idmed.org by August 28, 2020.
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UnitedHealthcare (UHC) is in the process of discontinuing physician payments via paper checks 
and will instead require both contracted and non-contracted physicians to receive payment via 
automated clearinghouse (ACH)/direct deposit or through virtual credit card payments.

UHC will be publicizing the change to both contracted and noncontracted physicians, who will 
be directed to sign up for ACH/direct deposit through Optum Pay or via the UHCprovider.com/
payment website. Physicians who do not elect to sign up for ACH/direct deposit will automati-
cally be signed up to receive virtual credit card payments in place of paper checks.

United Healthcare Moves Exclusively to 
Electronic Payment 



Medical Practice 
Opportunities

Family Physician Provider Opportunity with Primary Health Medical 
Group

Established primary care group in Boise, Idaho is seeking a board certifi ed/
eligible family physician to work in APPOINTMENT-BASED FAMILY PRACTICE 
clinics in Boise, Meridian, Nampa, Kuna or Caldwell, Idaho.

SIGNING BONUS MAY BE AVAILABLE.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PARTNERSHIP MAY BE AVAILABLE.

Hospital call for this appointment based position is 1:30 and is only phone 
calls.  Hospitalist coverage is provided. We have a nurse triage service that 
handles most of our patient calls.

Boise/Caldwell off ers a complete complement of sub-specialties for physician 
support and a very competitive compensation package. For more information, 
contact Becky Nelson at becky.nelson@primaryhealth.com.

To place a Medical Practice Opportunities Classifi ed Advertisement, please 
contact: Amika Empey, Director of Communications at 

208-344-7888 or by email amika@idmed.org.
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August 18, 2020 
ECHO Idaho COVID-19 Session on Self-Care for Healthcare

Register here: www.uidaho.edu/academics/wwami/echo/covid-19

September 16, 2020 
IMA Education Webinar Challenges and Changes Series: Third-quarter updates 
including changes in ICD-10 coding for October 1 and vaccine coding (1 CEU)

Additional information and registration forms for webinars 
are available at www.idmed.org

Calendar of Events

Idaho Medical Association
Unifying and advocating 
for Idaho physicians

Telephone contact: 208-344-7888 

E-mail contact: amika@idmed.org
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